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Riley Awards $400,000 to Pave Seven

Hazardous Roads in Lowndes County  
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $400,000 grant to the Lowndes County Commission to pave seven hazardous dirt roads in various sections of the county.  According to county officials, paving the heavily traveled roads is a critical need because of public safety concerns.


Plans call for paving sections of Lyon Road, Red Bird Lane, Jackson Heights Road, Matthews Road, Railroad Road, McPherson Road and Clara Gardner Road.

The dirt roads are especially dangerous during heavy rain and do not provide reliable transportation routes for school buses, emergency vehicles, and the 231 residents whose homes are located along the seven roads.  County officials say the paving project is the most urgent road improvement need of the county.

 “Safe and dependable roads are vital to the well being of Alabama families,” Riley said.  “I commend the effort of Lowndes County officials to develop safe and reliable transportation routes for their residents.”

The county maintains more than 400 miles of roads with 57 percent being unpaved or in need of repair.  Paving and resurfacing not only makes traveling safer, it also helps with erosion and drainage problems.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through the Community Development Block Grant program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified commission chairman Charlie King Jr. that the grant had been approved.  The county has committed $187,206 in matching funds for the project.
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