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Riley Awards $500,000 to Improve Lanett Sewage System
MONTGOMERY—A $500,000 grant, awarded by Gov. Bob Riley, will enable the city of Lanett to eliminate a health and safety risk.

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to provide reliable sewer services for residents in the West Shawmut community. The 160 people who live in the affected area currently depend upon a dilapidated portion of the city sewage system or they rely on private septic tanks that fail to properly function in the low-lying area.

 “This project will eliminate a health and environmental hazard and provide a basic public service for residents,” said Riley. “I commend Lanett officials for working to improve the lives of their residents.”

The project is part of Lanett’s ongoing program to provide or improve sewer services.  Many residents have had to deal with raw sewage seeping from the ground and unpleasant odors, primarily a result of septic tanks that are poorly suited to low areas and the heavy clay soils.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Scott Hamil that the grant had been approved. The city is providing $50,000 in local funding.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. ADECA is administering the grant.
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