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Riley Awards $515,070 to Help Victims of Domestic Violence
 in North Alabama 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $515,070 to Crisis Services of North Alabama to assist domestic violence and sexual assault victims in Limestone, Jackson, Madison and Morgan counties.  The funds will be used to continue emergency shelter and services, trauma counseling, 24-hour telephone crisis lines, court advocacy and prevention education.  Funds also will be used to support the Morgan County satellite facility.

“Victims of domestic violence need compassionate and professional assistance to deal with such traumatic experiences,” Riley said. “I commend Crisis Services of North Alabama for providing victims with the services they need and deserve.  I am pleased to support their efforts.”

In 2003, the Morgan County facility provided shelter and services to 109 women and 96 children who suffered from domestic abuse.  Crisis Services also provides prevention and response training to medical, emergency and law enforcement personnel.  The Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Program provides immediate medical services to rape victims and HELPline offers 24-hour telephone counseling to help victims cope with abuse.  Programs also are presented in schools to encourage children who are in abusive situations to notify the proper authorities.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Sherry Jackson, Crisis Services board president, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $128,767 will supplement the grant.
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