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Grant to Continue the Battle Against Drugs

in Pike and Coffee Counties

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $290,000 grant to the Pike County Commission to battle illegal drugs and reduce violence in Pike and Coffee counties.


The grant will enable the 12th Judicial Circuit Drug and Violent Crimes Task Force to continue undercover operations, conduct raids on unlawful drug labs and investigate and prosecute offenders in an effort to rid the region of illegal drugs.  Funds will be used to purchase specialized equipment including drug test kits, surveillance equipment and body armor.

“We must continue to aggressively prosecute drug dealers and remove illegal drugs from our communities,” Riley said.  “I commend the work of the task force to make our neighborhoods safer.”

The task force has made more than 4,000 arrests since it began operations in 1990.  Task force agencies include the district attorney’s office, the Pike County sheriff’s office, the Coffee County sheriff’s office, and the police departments of Elba, Enterprise and Troy.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified commission chairman Larry Meeks that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $96,666 will supplement the grant.
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