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Riley Awards Grant to Help Abused Children

in Mobile County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $167,515 to the Mobile County Commission to support the county’s Child Advocacy Center.  The center will use the grant to help fund vital services to child abuse victims and their non-offending caregivers.

“Children who have experienced the trauma of abuse need and deserve compassionate and professional help,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to make these funds available to help sustain this important program for Mobile County children.”

The Child Advocacy Center has 27 social work professionals from seven agencies who work together in one central location to help child victims recover from sexual and physical abuse.  The center provides counseling, medical exams, transportation and assistance with court preparation for children and members of their family who were not involved in the abuse.

The center provided services to almost 3,000 children in 2003.  Along with offering victim services, the center is a conduit for continuous training for local officials who work with abused children.  Community education also is a priority for the center, which sponsors public speakers and school programs.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified commission president Mike Dean that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $41,878 will supplement the grant.
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