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Riley Awards $156,104 to Assist Victims of Domestic Violence

in Northeast Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $156,104 grant to help domestic violence victims in three northeast Alabama counties escape abusive situations.  The Rose Haven-Center for Domestic Violence in Gadsden will use the funds to continue its outreach and prevention programs for victims of family violence in Cherokee, DeKalb and Etowah counties.

      “Victims of domestic violence deserve professional assistance,” Riley said.  “Rose Haven provides a life-saving response to the problem of domestic violence and I am pleased to support their efforts.”

      The center addresses the immediate safety and shelter needs of families seeking relief from the threat of physical harm, harassment and psychological abuse.  Each year, the center provides a temporary shelter to approximately 300 victims of family violence and handles 1,000 crisis calls.                 

      Rose Haven also provides extensive education and training programs to law enforcement agencies, advocacy groups, and civic and religious organizations.  The center works to educate people about domestic violence through programs in schools, hospitals and health departments.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Shirley Cardwell, president of the Rose Haven board of directors, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $39,026 will supplement the grant.
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