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Riley Awards $248,818 to Improve Water Service in Jacksonville 

MONTGOMERY— Some Jacksonville residents, who have endured low water pressure and discolored water for years, are getting some help thanks to a $248,818 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

Riley awarded a Community Development Block Grant to replace corroding and inadequate water lines in the Carson Lane and Caldwell Street areas. The project, which also includes adding nine fire hydrants, will directly benefit 200 people.  

Many residents buy bottled drinking water and avoid using the water to wash clothes because of its metallic taste and coloration.  The rusty water not only tastes bad and ruins clothing, it also damages plumbing fixtures and basins.

“This project will ensure that residents are provided with an adequate water supply,” Riley said.  “I commend Jacksonville officials for working to improve the lives of their residents.”

The aged 2 to 4-inch diameter lines will be replaced with 6-inch pipes which will increase water pressure and eliminate the discoloration. The enlarged lines also will improve fire protection by supplying enough water pressure to accommodate fire hydrants.

Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Jerry Smith that the grant had been approved.  ADECA is administering the grant.  The city will provide an additional $27,647 for the project.
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