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Riley Awards $603,292 for North Alabama Youth Program

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $603,292 to help youth in three north Alabama counties prepare for a successful future through a program of employment, education and leadership development.  The funds will be used by the Huntsville/Madison County Chamber of Commerce Foundation to provide out-of-school youth in Madison, Marshall and Jackson Counties with basic skills remediation, education and training to enter employment.

“Success in the workplace depends heavily on education and training,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support this effort to help young citizens gain the skills they need to become capable adults who are successful in securing employment.”

The Chamber of Commerce Foundation offers a variety of learning opportunities through the youth program, which is open to out-of-school teens and young adults, ages 16-21, who meet federal eligibility requirements.  The program works with dropouts who lack basic skills and are referred to the program from public schools, the court system and Boys and Girls Clubs.

Participants receive assistance with their academic deficiencies along with career assessment and guidance, leadership development, and support services from a professional counselor.  The program provides paid and unpaid work experience related to individual goals and training that helps participants develop the necessary skills needed to get and keep a job.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Foundation Chief Executive Officer Brian Hilson, that the grant had been approved.
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