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Riley Awards $500,000 to Revitalize Downtown Fayette  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $500,000 grant to revive downtown Fayette and preserve jobs in a city that has been hit hard by business closings and layoffs.

The Community Development Block Grant will enable the city to overhaul a six-block area of downtown in an effort to preserve its heritage, retain existing businesses and attract new commerce. The project will include improving sewer lines and drainage, upgrading lighting, resurfacing streets and adding decorative sidewalks and landscaping.

“It is important that downtown areas be maintained, not only to preserve the city’s birthplace, but also to project the economic vitality that prospective businesses seek when considering a new location.”

Riley said. “I am pleased to provide this support for Fayette’s revitalization.”

City officials say the project not only will help the local economy, but also will boost the city’s morale that has suffered because of numerous plant closings. Fayette has lost nearly 2,500 jobs in the last five years due to closings. The project has been planned for years and will complement recent renovations at the courthouse, the depot and an old post office.

The grant is part of about $1.8 million in funds the city has obtained for the renovation. The city is providing $150,000 in local funds and has obtained other funds through federal sources. 

 John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Ray Nelson that the grant had been approved. ADECA is the administering agency for the grant.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
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