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Riley Awards $75,000 to Help Lamar County Business

Use Waste Wood and Save on Energy Costs 

MONTGOMERY—A Lamar County utility pole manufacturer has been awarded $75,000 by Gov. Bob Riley to convert waste wood into a source of industrial fuel for the company.

The award will help Brown Wood Preserving Inc. of Kennedy install a wood-fired boiler system that will provide hot water and steam for heating dry kilns. By using on-site bark and sawdust as fuel the company could save up to $350,000 annually in energy costs.

“Similar awards have assisted Alabama companies to save more than $9 million in annual energy costs,” said Riley. “That’s money that is staying with the companies to expand, increase wages and hire more people.”

The Renewable Fuels Development Interest Subsidy Program, issued through the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs’ Science, Technology and Energy Division, enables companies to receive up to $75,000 in interest subsidy payments to offset the cost of installing improved biomass projects. Technical assistance and feasibility studies are also provided.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified company President Joseph L. Gentner Jr. that the grant had been approved.
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