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Riley Awards Community Development Grants 

to Brantley and Luverne

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has announced grants totaling $800,000 that will help two Crenshaw County municipalities improve basic services to residents and attract future economic development.

Riley awarded $400,000 to the town of Brantley for drainage and sewer improvements that will eliminate flooding and health hazards for 134 households.  The funds will be used to install pipes and manholes and to restore a pumping station on the east side of town.

Riley also awarded $400,000 to the city of Luverne for downtown infrastructure improvements.  The city will use the grant to upgrade sewer and water services, eliminate drainage problems and improve streets, sidewalks and parking.

“Adequate drainage and sewer service is vital to the health and safety of communities like Brantley and is an important factor for long-term economic development,” Riley said. “The restoration that is planned for Luverne’s business district also will boost economic development and enhance the quality of life for residents.  

“I commend leaders in Brantley and Luverne for their efforts to improve their communities and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

Inadequate drainage and a failing pumping station have resulted in stagnant water in yards and sewage backups that pose health hazards to Brantley residents.  Flooding also has caused damage to homes and deterioration of streets.  While the entire community will benefit from the project, there are 286 residents living in the targeted area who will experience the greatest benefit according to town officials.

(more)

(ADD ONE)

To eliminate the flooding and hazards to health, grant funds will be used to install 750 feet of sewer pipe, three manholes and drainage pipes.  The improvements also will protect against erosion of yards and streets.

According to city officials in Luverne, most of the public utility services in the downtown area are old, deteriorating and functionally obsolete.  Revitalization will enable the city to be more economically viable by making jobs, goods and services more accessible to all citizens.

The grant will help fund such projects as replacing 2-inch water lines with 6-inch lines, installing fire hydrants, repairing sewer pipes and constructing adequate drainage facilities.  Both pedestrians and motorists will benefit from other improvements.  Sidewalks will be upgraded to eliminate hazards and provide access to those with disabilities, and streets will be re-surfaced and additional parking provided.

Luverne and Brantley are two of only 16 small Alabama cities to receive Community Development Block Grants in conjunction with the state’s 2004 competitive grant program.  The grants are designed to help communities address basic infrastructure needs.  Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grants.  

ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Joe Rex Sport of Luverne and Mayor Bernie Sullivan of Brantley that the grants had been approved.  The grants were awarded from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
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