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Riley Awards $400,000 to Hobson City

for Neighborhood Revitalization

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $400,000 to the town of Hobson City for a neighborhood revitalization project.  The funds will be used to replace water lines and water meters, install fire hydrants and improve drainage.

The enhancements will provide direct benefits to 255 residents along Martin Luther King Jr. Drive and Church Street.  More than 600 students and faculty at C.E. Hanna Elementary School also will benefit from the project.

“Neighborhood restoration can significantly enhance residents’ quality of life and the town’s overall economic development,” Riley said.  “I commend Hobson City officials for their efforts to revitalize this neighborhood and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

The grant will enable the town to replace aging, cracked asbestos and lead pipes with larger PVC pipes that will eliminate a health hazard to residents and prevent costly leaks.  Old and unreliable meters in the area will be replaced with new meters that are correctly calibrated.  Funds also will be used to improve fire protection by installing six new fire hydrants.

During periods of heavy rain, an inadequate drainage ditch near the school overflows into the school’s parking lot, gymnasium and lunchroom.  A concrete storm pipe will be installed to eliminate the flooding.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Robert A. Pyles that the grant had been approved.
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