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Riley Awards $400,000 for Escambia County Sewer Project

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $400,000 to the Escambia County Commission to provide sewer service to 40 households.  The grant will help fund a sewer expansion that will eliminate the use of malfunctioning septic tanks along Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Old Ship Circle and Sunset Drive north of the city of Atmore.

“Adequate sewer service is very important to public health, as well as community and economic development, and I am pleased to provide funding for this project,” Riley said.

This project is the third phase of an ongoing effort by the county to extend sewer service to rural residents.  Officials say poor soil compatibility, small lot sizes and high population density in the area have resulted in the overflow of raw sewage from tanks into yards and ditches, putting residents at risk from a variety of diseases and parasites.  

The extension of sewer lines to the area will eliminate this health and environment concern for the 124 residents.  It will include more than 5,000 feet of 8-inch pipe and 17 manholes.  The new sewer, operated and maintained by the Atmore Utilities Board, will enable future expansion  into areas of the county that are currently undeveloped.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified commission chairman Larry W. White that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $40,000 have been committed to the project.
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