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Riley Awards $400,000 to Eliminate Flooding in Carbon Hill

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $400,000 to the city of Carbon Hill for drainage improvements that will eliminate flooding and health hazards for 52 households.  The funds will be used to install drainage pipes and repair road surfaces on First, Second, Third and Fourth streets.

“Adequate drainage is vital to the health and safety of communities and is important for long-term economic development,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of Carbon Hill officials to improve public services for their residents.”

City officials have identified the elimination of flooding in this southside neighborhood as a top priority.  Inadequate drainage allows water to stagnate in yards.  This serves as a breeding ground for mosquitoes and poses a health hazard to residents.  Flooding also has caused damage to homes and deterioration of streets.

Grant funds will be used to install 3,800 feet of drainage pipe and upgrade existing facilities to ensure the flow of water is unimpeded.  Streets that have eroded because of flooding will also be repaired.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor James Richardson that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $40,000 have been committed to the project.
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