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Riley Awards $400,000 for Berry Sewer Project

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $400,000 to the town of Berry to provide improved sewer service for 348 households.  The grant will help fund the construction of a new wastewater treatment facility that will eliminate health and environmental hazards in the town and surrounding communities.

“Adequate sewer service is important to the health and safety of communities and is vital to long-term economic development,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to assist the efforts of Berry officials to improve the quality of life of their residents.”

During heavy rains, the town’s treatment facility overflows allowing untreated sewage to flow into ditches and streams.  Town officials say this malfunction has become the main cause of contamination in Lake Tuscaloosa.

The new treatment facility will be constructed on 40 acres of land just north of the existing facility, which is off of East Avenue.  Almost 700 residents inside the town limits will be provided with improved sewer service.  By eliminating an environmental and health hazard, the project will also benefit the thousands of people who use Lake Tuscaloosa for drinking water and recreation.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Roy Dobbs that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $100,000 have been committed to the project.
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