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Riley Awards $400,000 to Abbeville 

for Neighborhood Revitalization

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $400,000 to the city of Abbeville to fund a neighborhood revitalization project.  The grant will be used to repair or replace 20 substandard houses along Girard Street.

The deteriorating homes will be renovated with new plumbing, roofing, flooring, wiring and other repairs necessary to meet standard building codes.  City officials identified housing rehabilitation as Abbeville’s top community development need.

“Neighborhood restoration not only enhances the quality of life for residents, it also makes the city more attractive for future development,” Riley said.  “I commend Abbeville officials for their efforts to revitalize this neighborhood by providing safe and sanitary housing.”

The project is part of the city’s long-term effort to eliminate substandard housing for low and moderate-income families who lack the financial means to undertake such efforts themselves.  Once complete, the housing rehabilitation project will result in safer and more energy-efficient homes for the 44 residents who live in the area.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Dan Blalock that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $103,740 have been committed to the project.
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