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Riley Awards $326,352 to Improve Water System in Samson
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $326,352 to the city of Samson to stop the loss of vast amounts of water from its public water system.  The grant will help fund the replacement of aging water lines as well as the installation of new fire hydrants in the south and northwest sections of the city.

“This project ensures that residents have access to a safe and sufficient water supply,” Riley said.  “I commend Samson officials for their efforts to improve services and I am pleased to provide these funds.”

City officials have targeted water system improvements as the community’s most critical development need.  The current pipes, installed in the 1920s, are cracked and leak severely resulting in discolored water and low pressure.  The small size of the old lines further reduces the supply of water and limits fire-protection capabilities.

The new pipes and hydrants will benefit 226 residents by providing a reliable source of safe water.  Once the system upgrades are in place, residents also may experience a reduction in fire insurance premiums.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Clay King that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $36,373 have been committed to the project.
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