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Riley Awards $447,000 to Improve Brewton Sewage System
MONTGOMERY—Although age, material and even geography may be the main culprits, a 1997 earthquake did not help.  Now, Gov. Bob Riley is giving the city of Brewton some much-needed assistance so they can replace deteriorating and damaged sewer lines.

Riley has awarded a $447,000 Community Development Block Grant to replace sewer lines in the Lincoln Park neighborhood. The system has encountered numerous breaks and cracks particularly since a rare, 4.9 magnitude earthquake struck nearly seven years ago.

“This project will eliminate a health and environmental hazard and ensure that residents are provided with a fundamental public service,” said Riley. “I commend Brewton officials for undertaking this worthwhile project.”

Breaks and leaks in the sewer system have resulted in sewage backing up into homes and seeping into yards and open ditches. City officials say problems with the aging and already brittle clay lines worsened after the earthquake. Temporary repairs in the last six years have cost the city nearly $80,000.

The project will involve replacing clay sewer lines with a more durable plastic pipe and renovating a sewage pumping station to handle current and future community needs. About 160 people live in the neighborhood where the new lines will be installed.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Ted Jennings that the grant had been approved. Brewton is providing $120,000 in local funding.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. ADECA is administering the grant.
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