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Riley Awards $500,000 to Improve Drainage in Bay Minette  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $500,000 grant to reduce a serious health and safety hazard and to improve services in Bay Minette.

The Community Development Block Grant will enable the city to reduce the risk of flooding in the Douglasville community by improving ditches and enlarging inadequate culverts and drainage pipes. The city will also add sidewalks, resurface several streets and take measures to control erosion.

“This project will improve living conditions for residents and make the area a better and safer place to live,” said Riley. “I commend Bay Minette officials for working to improve the quality of life in their city.”

Improvements will be made to existing drainage basins to prevent water from flooding residences and streets. The flooding is caused in part by undersized culverts that catch debris and delay runoff. The city also plans to construct concrete gutters to properly divert water to drainage areas. 

In addition the project will include installing concrete sidewalks throughout the area and repaving Shedrick Hardy Parkway, Rain Drive and a portion of Freeview Avenue.

Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor William H. Dobbins that the grant had been approved.  ADECA is administering the grant. Bay Minette is committing $80,000 for the project.
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