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Riley Awards $500,000 to Improve Housing in Atmore 

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $500,000 grant to improve health and environmental conditions for residents in an Atmore neighborhood.

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to renovate housing, improve drainage, resurface streets and demolish unsafe structures in the Liberty Street area. The project will improve living conditions for the 174 residents in the neighborhood and it is part of a long-term program to reduce blighted areas in the city.

“This grant will ensure that residents will have safer housing and an improved neighborhood,” Riley said. “I commend Atmore officials for working to improve the lives of their residents.”

The housing rehabilitation will improve living conditions for low-income residents, particularly the elderly or households with children. Other criteria for rehabilitation eligibility include factors such as physical disabilities and medical conditions of residents and severity of structural problems with the house.
The city also plans to improve storm drainage facilities to eliminate flooding and widen streets to 20 feet.  At least six structures, which have been determined to be health and safety hazards, will be razed.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Howard Shell that the grant had been approved. The city is providing $107,275 in additional funds for the project.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  ADECA is the administering agency for the grant.
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