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Riley Awards $500,000 to Improve Drainage in Andalusia 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $500,000 grant to eliminate a serious health and safety hazard and improve public services in Andalusia 

The Community Development Block Grant will enable the city to replace damaged and undersized water lines along Snowden Drive and Packer Avenue. The improvements will directly benefit more than 300 residents.

 “This project will upgrade basic services for residents in the area and make the community a better place to live,” said Riley. “I commend Andalusia officials for working to improve the quality of life in their city.”

The city will replace broken and disjointed clay sewer lines, installed in the 1930s, with larger, more durable lines. The damaged lines often allow sewage to back up in houses or leak into the ground. In addition, heavy rains infiltrate the lines and increase the amount of wastewater handled by the city’s sewage treatment plant. Treatment plants can be fined if they the amount of wastewater treatment exceeds the amount permitted based on the size of the plant. 

The city will replace undersized water lines with 6-inch diameter pipe.  This will enable increased water pressure and permit the installation of 40 fire hydrants to improve fire safety.

Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Earl V. Johnson that the grant had been approved.  ADECA is administering the grant. Andalusia is committing $50,000 for the project.
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