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Riley Awards $500,000 to Improve Albertville Sewage System
MONTGOMERY—A $500,000 grant, awarded by Gov. Bob Riley, will enable the city of Albertville to replace old and faulty sewer lines that have caused sewage backups in houses and yards.

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to replace the dilapidated clay lines in a five-block area along Scott Avenue. The project will benefit more than 200 residents.

“This project will eliminate a health and environmental hazard and restore a basic public service for residents,” said Riley. “I commend Albertville officials for undertaking this worthwhile project.”

Several sections of the line have collapsed causing sewage to back up in some houses when it rains. Rain infiltration into lines results in the city’s wastewater treatment plant exceeding its licensed capacity. Cracks and leaks also allow raw sewage to seep into yards and open drainage areas creating a health hazard.

The project area includes Glover, Miller and Church streets and a portion of Ray and East Scott avenues. The sewer line was installed in the 1940s.

 John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Larry Hillsman that the grant had been approved. The city is providing $50,000 in local funding.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. ADECA is administering the grant.
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