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Grant Promotes Traffic Safety in Six Southwest Counties  

Seeks to Reduce Alcohol-Related Crashes

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $50,000 to the Alabama Tombigbee Regional Commission to provide overtime pay for law enforcement agencies in Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh, Monroe, Washington and Wilcox counties.

Riley said the grant is designed to reduce injuries and fatalities by increasing awareness of the dangers of driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs.  “I support the efforts of law enforcement officers to make traveling safer across the state,” Riley said. 

The grant will be used to pay officers to work additional hours to enhance traffic safety.  Law enforcement agencies in the region will increase enforcement activities by conducting checkpoints and additional patrols during high-traffic periods and on weekends.  A portion of the funds may also be used to provide training for law enforcement officers and to purchase equipment.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified ATRC executive director John Clyde Riggs that the grant had been approved.
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