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Riley Awards $393,000 to Improve Traffic Safety in West Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $393,000 to Shelton State Community College to increase traffic enforcement and reduce underage drinking in 10 west Alabama counties.  

Shelton State’s West Alabama Highway Safety Office will use the funds to increase enforcement of traffic laws and to educate the public on the dangers of speeding and driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs.  Law enforcement agencies in Bibb, Fayette, Greene, Hale, Lamar, Marengo, Perry, Pickens, Sumter and Tuscaloosa counties will receive funds from the safety office to purchase traffic safety equipment and to pay for a portion of overtime expenses.

“Community enforcement and education programs are an effective means to reduce traffic injuries and save lives,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support this effort to promote traffic safety and make our highways safer.”

Traffic patrols in the 10 counties will be expanded during major holidays with the goal of reducing impaired driving and increasing safety belt and child restraint usage.  The funds will also enable law enforcement agencies to conduct traffic education programs for children and teenagers.

The importance of bicycle, pedestrian, railroad crossing and school bus safety will be taught to elementary school children while middle and high school students will learn the importance of safety belt usage and the dangers of driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs Director John Harrison notified Dr. Richard James Rogers, Shelton State president, that the grant had been approved.  ADECA’s Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division will administer the grants.
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