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Riley Awards $87,455 to Improve Recreation along the 

Cahaba River in Jefferson County
MONTGOMERY—Recreation and exercise enthusiasts in Birmingham, Hoover and surrounding areas will soon find the serenity and natural beauty of the Cahaba River more accessible thanks to two grants totaling $87,455 awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The Birmingham Water Works and Sewer Board will use a $50,000 grant to develop a canoe launch on the river near the U.S. Highway 280 overpass.  The city of Hoover will use a $37,455 grant to construct a walking trail from Hoover Metropolitan Stadium to the river.


The 3,100-foot trail will be the first in Hoover to provide public access to the river and its environment. Hoover officials say walking trails are the city’s number one recreational need and they have plans to build a series of trails that will also educate residents about the importance of protecting the river and its rare plants, animals and natural environment.

The trail will be open year round during daylight hours and will be limited to non-motorized vehicles.  Local funds of at least $7,491 have been committed to the trail project.

“Recreation and an appreciation for the natural beauty of our state are important to the health and well being of Alabamians,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of Hoover and Birmingham officials to improve the quality of life for their residents.”

Water board officials say the canoe launch will increase public safety, minimize erosion problems and improve access to a unique environmental resource.  They hope the new launch will limit public use of unofficial access points thus reducing erosion and sedimentation concerns that have made banks dangerous and slippery.

A wider array of people will be able to enjoy the river since the placement of canoes and kayaks into the water will be less physically challenging.  Paved access to the launch will eliminate the need to load and unload boats along the shoulder of Cahaba River Road and risk being struck by vehicles.  Local funds of at least $10,000 have been committed to the launch project.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Transportation.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the funds.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Scott Phillips, Birmingham Water Works and Sewer Board, and Hoover Mayor Barbara B. McCollum that the awards had been approved.
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