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Riley Awards $50,000 to Muscle Shoals to 

Construct Walking Trail
MONTGOMERY—Whether they’re interested in aerobic exercise or just a leisurely stroll, Muscle Shoals residents soon will have the opportunity to safely do either.  Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $50,000 to the city for the construction of a walking trail at a new park near the airport.

The 3,200-foot trail will be the first of its kind in the area.  City officials say it will meet an increasing demand for recreational facilities and offer recreational opportunities to residents who have never had access to such a facility.  The handicapped-accessible trail will be 12 feet wide allowing for walking, jogging and bicycling apart from busy streets.

“The health and well-being of the people of Alabama can be improved significantly through recreation,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of Muscle Shoals officials to improve the quality of life for their residents.”

Besides recreation, the trail will serve as a setting for several community interests including daily senior center gatherings and fund-raising events for non-profit organizations.  A local garden club also will offer landscaping help.  The trail will be open year round, weather permitting, and city officials expect it to be a tourism asset.  Local funds of at least $10,000 have been committed to the project.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Transportation.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the funds.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor David H. Bradford that the award had been approved.
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