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Riley Awards $50,000 to Leesburg to Construct Hiking Trail

MONTGOMERY—Nature lovers in Leesburg can look forward to having a place to escape from the hustle and bustle of everyday life.  Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $50,000 to the town for the construction of a hiking trail overlooking Weiss Lake.

Much of the 1.4-mile trail will be bordered by water and located away from traffic noise.  A shelter with benches will be constructed along the trail to serve hikers as a rest area, meeting place and storm cover.  Town officials say that barriers will be minimized making the trail accessible to everyone from Cub Scouts to senior citizens.

“Recreation and an appreciation for the natural beauty of our state are important to the health and well being of Alabamians” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of Leesburg officials to improve the quality of community life.”

A paved walking trail is already available for exercise enthusiasts but town officials say the proposed nature trail will offer a more tranquil and educational experience. Future plans call for areas along the trail to be designated for camping.  Local funds of at least $10,000 have been committed to the project.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Transportation.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the funds.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Edward Mackey that the award had been approved.
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