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Riley Awards $44,749 to Improve Safety for 

Fairhope Pedestrians
MONTGOMERY—Pedestrians and cyclists in the city of Fairhope will soon have a smoother and safer place for walking and biking.  Gov. Bob Riley awarded $44,749 to the city for the renovation of a downtown sidewalk that forms part of the Eastern Shore Trail.

“Recreational opportunities contribute significantly to the health and well-being of Alabamians,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of Fairhope officials to improve the quality of life for their residents.”

Currently, the walk is four feet wide, broken up by cracks and bumps and uneven in many places.  The reconstruction of the walk will widen it to five feet, and local funds of at least $8,949 have been committed to the project.  City officials say the improvements will encourage hundreds of people per day to walk, jog and pedal their way through town.

The 1,986-foot segment of the trail runs along Section Street from Gayfer Avenue to Oak Street.  It connects residential neighborhoods to downtown Fairhope and provides access to the middle school, public library, city hall, conference center and other community resources.  

The Eastern Shore Trail is a 32-mile planned pathway that begins at the U.S.S. Alabama and proceeds through Spanish Fort, Daphne, Montrose, Fairhope and Point Clear on its way to the Weeks Bay Estuary Reserve.  Construction on 17 miles of the trail has been completed.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Transportation.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the funds.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Timothy M. Kant that the award had been approved.
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