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Riley Announces Grants to Improve Morgan County Parks

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has announced three grants totaling $221,690 to build new recreational facilities at three public parks in Morgan County.  The upgrades to the parks will improve recreation for residents of Morgan, Limestone and Lawrence counties.

Funds from a $100,000 grant will be used to construct a “splashpad” at Delano Park in Decatur.  The flat, fountain-covered play area will be placed in the footprint of the park’s original wading pool and will cover a 30-by-40-foot area.

Funds from an $81,250 grant will be used to purchase 20 acres of land adjacent to John Sparkman Park in Hartselle.  The city will develop a soccer complex on the land that will include four fields and a concession stand.

Funds from a $40,440 grant will be used to build a football/soccer field at Charles H. Sparkman Park in northwest Morgan County.  The project will include lighting, bleachers, fencing and sod.

“Improving these existing complexes will give residents of all ages greater recreational opportunities in Morgan County,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support these projects to enhance the quality of community life.”

Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grants, which come from funds made available to the state through the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Decatur Mayor Lynn Fowler, Hartselle Mayor Clifton Knight and Morgan County Commission Chairman Larry Bennich that the grants had been approved.
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