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Riley Announces $100,000 Grant to Improve Recreation 

at a Madison Park

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has announced a $100,000 grant to build a Japanese botanical garden at Dublin Park in the city of Madison.  The addition to the park will expand recreation opportunities for individuals with physical limitations who may be unable to use existing facilities.

The grant will enable the city  to implement phase one of park improvements.  The first phase will include a Japanese-style water feature, a stone bridge and additional parking. 

The number of elderly residents in the community is increasing and officials say they want to offer recreational opportunities to those who cannot use more active facilities, such as tennis courts and ball fields.  Local funds of at least $100,000 have been committed to the project.

“By improving this existing complex, we are encouraging citizens of all ages to visit the facility and use its resources,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support recreational activities that improve the quality of life for Alabama citizens.”

City officials plan to enhance the two-acre garden in the future with walking trails, a Japanese teahouse and bamboo fencing.  The garden will include plants that are indigenous to Japan.

Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant, which comes from funds made available to the state through the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Janet Wells that the grant had been approved.
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