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Riley Awards $97,271 to Improve Emergency Medical Services
MONTGOMERY—Three grants totaling $97,271 awarded to the state Department of Public Health by Gov. Bob Riley will improve early response medical treatment and transportation for victims who suffer traumatic injuries.

The grants will be used by DPH to collect statewide data on trauma and use that information to improve on-site treatment for victims who become ill or injured and require transportation to a hospital.

“First responders in a medical emergency situation often make the difference between life and death,” Riley said.  “These grants will allow health officials to analyze data and determine where services need improvement, making overall healthcare better in Alabama.”

One grant will allow for the expansion and maintenance of the Alabama Trauma Registry, a database used by hospitals to report information involving trauma-related injuries.  The other grants will be used to gather and assimilate information detailing early response treatment, qualifications and experience of the state’s 14,000 emergency medical technicians and ambulance drivers and the number of runs made by ambulance services within their jurisdictions.

Analyzing the data also will aid health officials to determine where more specialized care is needed.  For instance, if records show that an unusually high number of people in one area suffer heart attacks, then EMTs serving that area will be encouraged to undergo more intensive cardiac training.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state through a program of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grants.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Donald E. Williamson, state health officer, that the grants had been approved.
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