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Riley Awards Grant to Analyze Click It or Ticket Results

MONTGOMERY—How effective is Alabama’s Click It or Ticket traffic safety campaign?  Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $96,223 grant to the University of Alabama to find out.


The university’s Care Research and Development Laboratory will analyze seatbelt and child restraint data before and after the campaign.  Researchers then will establish the 2004 statewide usage rate for belts and restraints based on the data collected from field observations, telephone polls and motorist questionnaires.

“The proper use of seatbelts and child restraints saves lives and prevents injuries,” Riley said.  “This research will help us measure and improve the effectiveness of our efforts to encourage motorists to buckle up and keep Alabama highways safe.”

Use of seatbelts and child restraints has risen since passage of the primary seatbelt law in 1999.  Enforcement and public awareness programs such as Click It or Ticket have contributed to the increased use.

Click It or Ticket is designed to remind drivers and passengers of the importance of using seatbelts and child restraints.  It involves traffic safety checkpoints and patrols conducted jointly by state and local law enforcement agencies, and an intense public information and education campaign stressing the life-saving potential of seatbelts and child restraints.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Douglas Backman, director of the Office for Sponsored Programs at the University of Alabama, that the grant had been approved.
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