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Governor Awards Grant to Buy Vehicles for Marshall County Alternative Corrections Program

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $48,000 grant to the Marshall County Commission to ensure that corrections officers are able to move work release inmates to and from their jobs.  

The Marshall County Community Punishment and Corrections Authority will use the funds to purchase three vans that will replace aging and unreliable vehicles.  Authority officials say the vehicles are needed so officers can make sure inmates remain productively employed.

On behalf of the county, the authority administers housing, work release, electronic monitoring, drug testing, and GED programs to individuals convicted of non-violent crimes.  These sentencing options help ease overcrowding in prisons and jails while assuring that criminals pay restitution to victims and learn to function in society as law-abiding people.

“I commend Marshall County officials for seeking effective methods to compensate victims while holding non-violent criminals accountable for their actions,” Riley said.
The authority’s current vehicles all have more than 100,000 miles on them and officials say they are logging 3,000 miles per week on two of them.  Officials also say the new vehicles will reduce the authority’s reliance on other agencies that are not always available to help.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified commission chairman Billy Cannon that the grant had been approved.
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