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Riley Awards $250,000 to Improve Highway Safety

in Mobile and Baldwin Counties

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $250,000 to the Mobile County Commission to strengthen and expand traffic safety programs in the gulf coast counties.  The commission will distribute the funds to law enforcement agencies to purchase equipment and to aggressively educate motorists.

“The combination of enforcement and education reduces collisions and saves lives,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the continued efforts of county officials and law enforcement officers to make Alabama’s highways safer.”

The funds will help local officials analyze data and develop traffic safety plans based on crash statistics.  Agencies will purchase modern and reliable equipment to properly conduct traffic checkpoints at appropriate sites.

Safety plans also will include community education programs that will address the dangers of drinking and driving, speeding and other issues that cause vehicle crashes.   Officials also expect to boost seatbelt and child restraint usage in the region.

Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grants.  ADECA director John Harrison notified commission chairman Mike Dean that the grants had been approved.  Local matching funds of $115,000 will supplement the grants.
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