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Riley Announces Grant for Gulf Shores 

MONTGOMERY— Gulf Shores officials are extending a welcome mat of sorts for increased tourism thanks to a $100,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 

The grant will enable the city to build a public restroom for visitors to the West Street Public Beach area.  Officials say the facility is needed to accommodate as many as 150,000 people who visit the beach on peak weekends. 

“Alabama’s Gulf Coast and the attractions of Baldwin County are among the major reasons why nearly 16 million people visited Alabama last year,” Riley said. “Tourists provide a significant boost to our state’s economy so I am pleased to support efforts by Baldwin County officials to provide appropriate facilities.”

The need for public restrooms along the beach area was among the key findings of a committee examining ways to increase use of the state’s public beaches. 

 John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor David L. Bodenhamer that the grant had been approved. ADECA is administering the grants. 

The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state from the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund. 
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