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How to Battle Soaring Gas Prices

Tips that can help you save up to 25 percent on annual fuel costs

The Science, Technology and Energy Division of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs has put together recommendations that can help consumers counter the soaring price of gasoline.

· Let your car warm up briefly until the oil pressure gauge shows normal and start out slowly, building up to a normal speed gradually.

· Don’t speed.  Once desired speed has been attained, ease off of the gas pedal and use your cruise control to maintain desired speed. Each 5 miles per hour you drive over 60 m.p.h. is like paying an additional $.10 per gallon.

· Avoid “Jackrabbit” starts. Rapid acceleration can lower your gas mileage by as much as 33% at highway speeds and 5% around town, costing you as much as $.49 per gallon.

· Don’t race your engine.  It is harmful to the engine and wastes fuel.

· Don’t idle for longer than one minute.

· Maintain your automobile properly.  This includes maintaining proper tire pressure and tire alignment; changing oil and filters regularly; using quality oil such as multi-grade oil or a synthetic oil; and having regular tune-ups.

· Use regular gasoline unless mid-grade or premium grade is specified for your vehicle or if you have an older vehicle that “knocks.”

· Combine errands to avoid making several short trips.  A car works most efficiently on longer trips.  Short trips of 5 miles or less can greatly decrease your fuel efficiency.

· Car pool, van pool, use mass transit, walk or ride a bike when possible.

· Avoid packing items on the top of your vehicle. Aerodynamic drag decreases fuel efficiency by up to 5%.  Also try to avoid carrying unneeded items.  An extra 100 pounds in the trunk reduces a typical car’s fuel efficiency by 1-2 percent.

· And the biggest gas saver of all – purchase a fuel-efficient car. Some electric vehicles and clean-fuel vehicles are eligible for federal income tax incentives when purchased new.

For more information on ways to conserve energy on the road and at home, contact the ADECA’s STE Division at 1-800-392-8098.
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