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Riley Awards Grant to Forensic Department 

to Improve Evidence Handling 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $52,849 grant to improve a state agency’s ability to securely process, examine and record evidence necessary in arresting and convicting criminals.

The grant to the Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences will be used to purchase equipment to ensure evidence is properly handled and documented. The department assists law enforcement and court officials with death investigations, firearm identification, DNA analysis, trace evidence and other scientific analysis of evidence.

“Scientific evidence provided by the Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences often is the difference in whether a criminal is found guilty or set free,” Riley said. “This grant will help safeguard valuable evidence and guarantee its validity in court proceedings.”

A laboratory information management system, to be purchased by forensics, will track the handling of evidence by technicians. Such documentation is required before evidence can be admitted during a trial.

The system, which includes bar code scanners, printers, computers and software, also will enable authorized officials to have immediate access to reports and will reduce delays and clerical and postage costs.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

John Harrison, director of ADECA, notified F. Taylor Noggle Jr., director of the forensics department, that the grant had been approved.
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