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Grant to Help State Trooper Posts Purchase Equipment

MONTGOMERY—The Alabama Department of Public Safety has received a $25,085 grant to purchase traffic safety equipment for state trooper posts.

Gov. Bob Riley said he is pleased to help provide equipment to state trooper posts.  “Our troopers protect Alabama motorists and make our highways safer and these funds will help them do their jobs more effectively,” Riley said.


The law enforcement incentive grant rewards trooper posts for exceptional participation and performance in the state’s Click It or Ticket seat belt enforcement campaign.


Trooper posts will be able to purchase traffic safety equipment such as traffic-directing wand lights, rechargeable flashlights and a passive alcohol sensor.  The hand-held sensor collects exhaled air from around the driver’s head and is used to detect drivers who have been drinking.


The purpose of the incentive program is to not only increase law enforcement participation in the Click It or Ticket campaign, but to also increase safety belt and child restraint usage.  The program’s goal is to increase the current safety belt usage rate by 10 percent.  The Click It or Ticket campaign increased Alabama’s seat belt usage rate to an all-time high of 79 percent in 2002, exceeding the national average of 75 percent.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Col. Mike Coppage, director of DPS, that the grant had been approved.
-30-

 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





John D. Harrison


Director











Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








State of Alabama





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








_1105881416.doc
[image: image1.png]






