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Riley Awards $215,000

to Improve Traffic Safety in Greater Birmingham Area

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $215,000 to the Birmingham Regional Planning Commission to increase public safety and reduce traffic crashes in six north-central Alabama counties.  The funds will be used to expand a multi-jurisdictional traffic safety program in Blount, Chilton, Jefferson, Shelby, St. Clair and Walker Counties.


The grant will assist the coordination of law enforcement agencies within the six counties to implement traffic safety projects and enforce traffic laws.  Local officials believe these efforts along with increased communication among the agencies will reduce the number of traffic-related crashes, injuries and fatalities in the region.

“Working together on education, communication and enforcement efforts will improve traffic safety and ensure safer driving conditions for motorists,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to make these funds available to strengthen traffic safety and protect citizens in these six counties.”

The Greater Birmingham Traffic Safety Project serves the largest population area of Alabama.  The project brings together law enforcement agencies and officials who work together to create an environment of traffic safety awareness and cooperation that increases safety for motorists. The project addresses the dangers of drinking and driving, speeding and other issues that cause traffic crashes.  By providing information and education on safety belt and child restraint usage, officials hope to reduce fatalities and injuries when traffic crashes occur.

John Harrison, Director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified executive director Larry Watts that the grant had been approved.  ADECA’s Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division will administer the grant.
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