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Riley Awards $250,000 for Statewide Battle Against Drugs 

MONTGOMERY—Auburn University has been awarded a $250,000 grant by Gov. Bob Riley to help implement a statewide substance abuse prevention plan aimed at the state’s youth.

The grant will be used to establish, evaluate and fund new and existing programs to discourage youth from using alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs.  Auburn’s activities will be part of the Alabama State Incentive Project, funded by a $9 million grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Human Services. A 3-year project, its goal is to create a coalition of state, regional and local governments and private agencies to combat drug abuse among juveniles between 12 and 17 years old.

“This project is a common-sense approach to reducing drug use among teenagers that includes methods that have proven track records along with bold new initiatives,” Riley said.

 Drs. Gerald and Glennelle Halpin, both of Auburn’s College of Education, will serve as project directors for a team of advisers who will evaluate drug prevention programs. The evaluation is a necessary component in receiving the federal grant.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs’ Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division is administering the grant. ADECA Director John Harrison notified C. Michael Moriarty, Auburn vice president for research and associate provost, that the grant had been approved.
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