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Riley Awards $36,314 to Reduce 

Juvenile Crime in Tuscaloosa County 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $36,314 grant to reduce juvenile violence and sexual aggression and to prevent juveniles from becoming offenders as adults.

The grant provides for a community-based program for juveniles who display sexually aggressive tendencies that could develop into more serious problems. The program serves as an alternative to detention facilities.

“Troubled youth need counseling and guidance to overcome their problems,” Riley said. “I commend Tuscaloosa County officials for their recognition of this problem and their willingness to help at-risk youths.”

Juveniles receive individual and family counseling and are taught how to peacefully settle disputes. Many of the juveniles who participate in the program are victims of sexual abuse or have witnessed it.

Juveniles are referred to the program by juvenile court officials, human resource workers or school counselors and administrators.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Hardy McCollum, chairman of the Tuscaloosa County Commission, that the grant had been approved.

Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. ADECA’s Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division is administering the grant.
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