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Riley Awards $174,272 to Reduce

Dropout Rate, Juvenile Crime in St. Clair County 

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded three grants totaling $174,272 to reduce juvenile crime and school dropout rates in St. Clair County.

Two grants amounting to $129,251 will be used by the St. Clair County Day Program to provide tutoring and counseling. The program also received a $45,021 grant to support activities aimed at correcting the behavior of students who display tendencies that could lead to criminal behavior. The project is sanctioned by the Alabama Department of Youth Services as an alternative to juvenile lockup facilities.

“When students drop out of school, their chances of becoming productive adults are greatly diminished,” Riley said. “These programs address problems that cause students to become dropouts and directs them toward obtaining that valuable high school diploma.”

The funding will be used in part for a year-long program to provide a school for students, ages 13 to 18, who may have had problems with drugs and alcohol, violence and gang activity which can lead to serious criminal activity.

Another program targets students, ages 11 to 18, who are excessively truant or tardy at school and are likely candidates to quit school and commit criminal offenses without proper intervention. Students receive counseling, attend anger management and conflict resolution classes and also participate in activities to increase self-esteem.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Stanley Batemon, chairman of the St. Clair County Commission, that the grant had been approved.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. ADECA is administering the grant.
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