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Riley Awards $75,440 to Reduce 

Juvenile Crime in Northeast Alabama  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $75,440 grant for an Etowah County program that guides at-risk youth away from a life crime. 

The grant to Thirteenth Place Inc. will be used to reach youths in Etowah and surrounding counties who are frequently truant from school or show other early warning signs that could lead to criminal behavior. Under the program, Thirteenth Place staff work with area schools and juvenile courts to encourage students to remain in school.   

“Students who drop out of school and do not have jobs are more likely to be swept up in a life of crime and violence and become dependent on society either through the penal system or social programs,” Riley said. “This program provides the support and encouragement necessary to help students complete their education and become productive citizens.”

The Positive Educational Alternatives to help our Children Excel (PEACE) program provides motivation for students to stay in school and become involved in beneficial activities. The program also teaches students how to resolve conflicts without violence, resist peer pressure and make correct choices. 

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Leon Goodwyn, president of Thirteenth Place, that the grant had been approved. The grant, which was awarded from funds provided to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice, is being administered by ADECA’s Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division. 

Thirteenth Place is a non-profit, community-based organization that aids troubled youth in Etowah and surrounding counties. The agency offers a wide-range of comprehensive services to youths and their families, including short-term housing needs for juveniles, ages 11-17. 
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