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Riley Awards Grants to Reduce Juvenile Crime in Morgan County 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded nearly $147,000 in grants to reduce juvenile crime in Morgan County. 

An $86,842 grant will fund a program to ensure that juveniles recently released from a detention facility or correctional boot camp make a smooth transition back into the community. A $60,000 grant will be used for a home detention monitoring system and to make sure that juvenile offenders perform all court-ordered community service work.

“These programs are aimed at reducing juvenile crime and making the community safer,” Riley said. “I commend Morgan County officials for their efforts not only to make juveniles accountable for their behavior, but also to help them turn their lives around.”

The Morgan County System of Services in partnership with the Alabama Sheriff’s Youth Ranches will provide a transitional home program to help juveniles gradually return to society after being released from detention. Morgan County officials chose to implement the program to reduce the number of juveniles being recommitted to correctional facilities. According to a five-year study, 75 percent of juveniles who spent time in a correctional facility committed additional offenses following their release. 

The other program will enable to the county’s five juvenile probation officers to monitor juvenile offenders through electronic or manual means. Officers also plan to use the monitoring program to increase community service projects.  Increased supervision of juveniles also is expected to reduce the number of second time offenders. 

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Larry Bennich, chairman of the Morgan County Commission, that the grants had been approved. 
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. Riley has designated ADECA to administer the grants. 
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