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Riley Awards $89,146 Grant for Program 

to Help Expelled Students Complete School 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $89,146 grant for a program in Montgomery County that provides an opportunity to complete school for students who have been expelled.

The grant will fund the Second Chance program which is aimed at rehabilitating youth and enabling them to return to Montgomery County public schools.

“Students who drop out of school and do not have jobs are more likely to be swept up in a life of crime and violence and become a burden to society either through the penal system or social programs,” Riley said. “This program offers students an opportunity to correct their mistake and return to school.”

Second Chance provides counseling, mentoring and academic remediation to students who have been expelled from school for committing serious offenses.  The program also helps students who successfully change bad behavior to return to the public school system and complete their education.

Second Chance was created in 1998 in response to zero tolerance school policies that result in automatic expulsion for students who commit serious offenses including possession of guns or drugs.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified William Joseph, chairman of the Montgomery County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $9,905 have been pledged for the program. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. Riley has designated ADECA to administer the grant.
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