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Riley Awards $8,410 for Lawrence County Juvenile Program

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $8,410 to the Lawrence County Commission for the continuation of a program designed to reduce violent crimes in schools.



“The program funded by this grant not only requires juvenile offenders to perform community service it also includes educational components that encourage them to make positive changes to their behavior,” Riley said.


Riley said the “Youth Engaged in Community Service” program should reduce the number of juveniles who would otherwise be sent to Alabama Department of Youth Services’ detention facilities.

Juvenile offenders are referred to the program by the court system.  Participants in the program are required to do community service projects and attend classes on conflict resolution, anger management and decision making.

The program is a joint effort of the Lawrence County juvenile court system, the county board of education and the Juvenile Crime Enforcement Coalition.  It involves all seven high schools in the county.

  
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.


ADECA Director John Harrison notified Lawrence County Commission Chairman Hudson Parker that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $934 have been committed to the program.
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