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Riley Awards $40,500 Grant to Reduce 

Juvenile Crime in Lauderdale County  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $40,500 grant for a program in Lauderdale County that discourages juveniles who commit illegal acts from becoming repeat offenders.  

The program was established by the Lauderdale County Juvenile Court system and is entitled the Offering Understanding to Families in Transition to Establish Real Success program. OUTFITTERS teaches parents of juvenile offenders to create an effective, structured and disciplined environment for their children.

“This program provides guidance for juveniles and makes them aware that they will bear the responsibility for committing illegal acts,” Riley said. “I commend Lauderdale County officials for their involvement and interest in our youth and I am pleased to provide these funds.

The program works on the premise that juvenile offenders are less likely to commit additional offenses if they live in a stable and structured household.  Parents participating in the program are taught positive parenting skills and how to recognize and respond to drug and alcohol use or behavior problems.

Nearly 80 percent of the 37 juveniles who took part in the program during the 2002 calendar year committed no additional offenses. Officials plan to enroll at least 80 families in the program this year.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. Local funds of $4,500 are being added to the project. 

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Dewey Mitchell, chairman of the Lauderdale County Commission, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is administering the grant through its Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety division.
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