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Riley Awards $90,260 to Reduce Drunken Driving 

in Southwest Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Drivers in southwest Alabama who get behind the wheel of a car after drinking will be targeted by a $90,260 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley to the Alabama-Tombigbee Regional Commission.  The commission will use the funds to purchase checkpoint equipment and to reimburse overtime for law enforcement officers in Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh, Monroe, Washington and Wilcox counties.

“A vehicle is a dangerous weapon in the hands of a driver who is under the influence of alcohol or other drugs,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of our law enforcement officers to ensure that motorists on Alabama’s highways drive responsibly.”

Equipment will be purchased to adequately operate checkpoints throughout the area to reduce alcohol-related crashes, injuries and fatalities.  The grant also will be used to pay local law enforcement officials for overtime to conduct the checkpoints during holidays when traffic is at peak levels.

A portion of the grant will be used for joint operations with the Alabama Beverage Control Board that will focus on areas where underage drinking is a major concern.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  

ADECA director John Harrison notified John Clyde Riggs, commission executive director, that the grant had been approved.
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