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Riley Awards Grant to Help Abused Children 

in West Alabama 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $47,500 to a non-profit organization in Vernon to help child victims of physical and sexual abuse.  The West Alabama Children’s Advocacy Center will use the grant to fund services for abused children in Lamar, Pickens and Fayette counties.

“Children need help to recover from the trauma of abuse,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of the center and the important services it offers children.”

The center benefits victims and their families by helping them overcome the psychological and emotional trauma of abuse.  Child victims also become better witnesses in court because the center prepares them to testify.

According to center officials, 268 children were abused and neglected in the three counties during 1998.  Two years later, the total increased to 537.  Child victims of sexual abuse are five times more likely to commit crimes and 25 times more likely to be arrested for prostitution than children who have not suffered abuse.  Eighty-five percent of inmates convicted of violent crimes were abused as children.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Curtis Graham, board president, that the grant had been approved.  Local funds of $11,875 have been committed to the center.
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