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Grant to Help Southeast Alabama Children 

Curb Violent Behaviors

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $45,000 to a non-profit organization in Dothan to continue violence prevention programs for children.  The Wiregrass Mental Health Board Inc. will use the grant to fund the Second Step program for pre-school and kindergarten students in Barbour, Dale, Geneva, Henry and Houston counties.

“It is essential that we recognize violent tendencies in children and teach those children how to overcome them,” Riley said.  “I commend the Wiregrass Mental Health Board and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

According to board officials, more than 50 percent of sixth graders in the area say that other students have threatened to hit or kick them.  Second Step is designed to address early warning signs of violent behavior such as aggression, rebelliousness, lack of empathy for others and impulsiveness.   The program teaches students to change attitudes and behaviors that lead to violence.
Second Step trains teachers to model the desired behaviors and reinforce the lessons taught during each session.  The program also includes the Family Guide which helps parents reinforce their children’s newly acquired skills at home.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Ed Enloe, board executive director, that the grant had been approved.
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